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I created this document because at some point in time I ended up being the repository for family information for 

my branch of this family. I also have lived in both in the United States and Ontario, Canada which allowed me 

to come upon the Canadian branches of our extended family. One objective I had was to bridge the gap between 

the Canadian and Alsatian Steffler families and the Stefflre Family. 

I created this document as a quick snapshot of the Stefflre family based on my knowledge of the Steffler – 

Stefflre family trees.  

Chris Bowman is the best source for the North American exploits of the George Adam Steffler branch of the 

family that all Stefflre family members are actually part of.  George Adam Steffler was the grandfather of Leo 

Steffler, or Leon Stefflre as he wanted to be called.  

I want to thank Chris Bowman for all of his information on the Steffler family in Alsace and Canada. 

Furthermore, I want to thank him for the photos of George Adam Steffler and the Steffler homestead in 

Puslinch.  

The Stefflre lineage information in this document is from a combination of my work, work done by Linda 

Flemming, and work done by Querida Kathleen Cain Owens. The Ellison family history from Francis Howell 

(Frank) Stefflre and Greg Phillip Stefflre was the source of much Ellison information. There are many other 

sources as well from which I have tweaked my family tree file off and on over the last ten years; it is hard to 

remember each source. 

Volney Stefflre (AKA Volney Joseph Stefflre III) – June 24, 2009 
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The purpose of this document is to answer the following questions: 

¶ Where does the Stefflre name come from? 

¶ Where do we come from? 

¶ Why are there so few of us? 

¶ Who are we related to? 

Origin of the Stefflre Name 

The Stefflre name was created by Leo Steffler. Leo had a number of motivations for changing the spelling of his 

last name shortly after moving to a new country. Among other things, Leo was a Francophile – a lover of all 

things French. He had already adopted the first name of Leon instead of Leo as a child. He apparently felt that 

the reversed spelling of his last name looked more French. 

All Stefflres anywhere in the world are descended from Leon Stefflre. The name is getting rarer with each 

generation.   

Today most Leon Stefflre descendants have a last name of other than Stefflre such as: Kelly, Tapley, Emery, 

Lucchese, Cain, Owens, Berry, McClanahan, Norton, West, Hansen, Tollefsbol, Vernig, Carlin, Martin, Voges, 

Noah, Sibley, Gravis, Nakanishi, Skubitz, Sopp, Connal, Farr, Brown, McGahey, Prasse, Rice, Crosby, 

Worswick, Maddox, Goldberg, Volk, Ostien, Garcia, Featherston, Richardson, Smith, Wilmeth, Lewicki, and 

Pyle.   

Leon Stefflre descendants are located throughout the United States, with the highest concentration in Texas, 

California, the Northeast, the Southwest, and finally the Midwest.   

The story of the Stefflre family, whatever our names are, is a story of some interesting people. In general, 

Leon’s male ancestors were successful pioneers, farmers, and business people. They were European and 

somewhat aristocratic. Leon’s female ancestors raised very large families or died in childbirth. 

Early Stefflre men under Leon tended very independent minded and strong willed. Early Stefflre women tended 

to be very capable and self-reliant. In many cases, the Stefflre women ended up as single parents for various 

reasons, and they successfully raised their families by themselves. There have been more matriarchies than 

patriarchies in this family’s early years (1876 – 1950), it has been the women who have held the families 

together. 

Leo Steffler was born September 22, 1845 in Puslinch Township, Ontario. His parents were Casper Steffler and 

Maria Keiser. His mother Maria died in childbirth or shortly afterwards.   

Leon, as he preferred to be called, was raised by his father’s sister Marie Anna Steffler. Mary Anne, as Leon 

referred to her in his book, was his godmother. She dedicated a number of years of her life to raising and 

educating Leon. 

Puslinch Township was a small farming community located in Wellington County, Ontario. It sits between 

Guelph Ontario and Burlington Ontario, about 100 miles from Toronto. 

Leon’s mother, Maria Keiser was born about 1823 in Dettwiller, Alsace. Her parents were Anthony Keiser and 

Elizabeth Boehm. 

Casper Steffler and Maria were married June 23, 1841 in Waterloo County, Ontario. 

Within the two years of Leon’s birth his father Casper remarried. His second wife was Mary Kennedy of 

Kilkenny, Ireland. This wedding occurred in Puslinch, Ontario before the end of 1847. 
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Casper and Mary had nine children over the next 17 years. Casper died. December 12 1866. Casper’s father, 

Leon’s grandfather, George Adam Steffler, died some time the following year (1867). 

After his father’s death Leon traveled to the United States. He arrived in Detroit, Michigan in 1867. 

In 1867 the Confederation of Canada was created by the British North American Act of 1867. Up to this point 

Canada was a set of colonies and settlements. Lower Canada, in what is now Quebec, was French and would 

normally be referred to as French Canada.   

Upper Canada, what is now Ontario, was British. The rest of Canada was mainly British with French 

settlements in Northern Ontario, Manitoba and the far north. Lower Canada refers to lower down the St. 

Lawrence River, by the Atlantic Ocean. Upper Canada was located up the St. Lawrence, by the Great Lakes. 

Leon Stefflre became a naturalized United State citizen in 1875.   

Did he become a US citizen to protest his province becoming English speaking? Perhaps this was part of the 

reason. On census forms for the rest of his life Leon would give his place of birth as “French Canada”. 

Perhaps he saw the US as having untamed spaces. The Dakota Territories, for example, were a wild frontier in 

those days – they did not become states until 1889. Leon’s home in Puslinch was very tame and gentrified by 

comparison. Leon eventually lived in South Dakota and then North Dakota, and even may have spent time 

living with the Cree Indian Tribe in the Dakotas. 

By 1875 his father and grandfather were dead. His beloved aunt had been well provided for in Casper’s will, 

and had sufficient means to look after herself. He did not seem to have any sort of relationship with his step-

mother and half brothers. 

Maybe he just thought it was time to move on. 

Leon wrote a mathematics primer in 1898 giving a home location as Bowdle, South Dakota. Among other 

things the book extols the virtues of the United States adopting the metric system. 
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Cover of Leon Stefflreôs book ï The Book We Need 

Leon dedicated his book entitled “The Book We Need” to Maria Anna Stefflre, whom he refers to as being his 

“Auntie, Benefactress and Foster-Mother”. In this book, he used the Stefflre spelling instead of the Steffler 

spelling for both himself and his “Auntie”.   
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Dedication by Leon Stefflre in his book. 

Leon Steffler apparently changed the spelling of his name to have it appear to be more French looking. Steffler 

became Stefflre. He also added an accent to Leon to his first name even more French looking. 

During the rest of his life Leon alternated spellings. Sometimes the name Steffler would show up, other times 

Stefflre. 

When he married Sara Conway on February 29, 1876, he did so in Guelph Ontario, close to her family home, 

not far from his family home. He lived in Detroit the time. 

All people with the Stefflre surname in their lineage are descendants of Leon Stefflre, and are also part of the 

North American Steffler family. 

Where We Come From 

Our family is connected to a small region in what is now France called Alsace. Alsace just east of another 

region called Lorraine. Sometimes people refer to Alsace-Lorraine as being a single area, but they are actually 

two different regions in France. Their names are frequently combined because they were both contested 

between France and Germany throughout their history.   

Alsace 

Alsace is an area near the northeastern part of the border between France and Germany. As a border area it 

tended to be fought over from time to time. Religious loyalties were very much a factor as Alsace had been part 

of the Holy Roman Empire and was very loyal to the Roman Catholic Church. Germany, on the other hand, was 

extremely reformist in those days, following the theology of Martin Luther. 
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Map of Alsace as it is today 

The northern part of Alsace, called Bas Rhin, remained very Catholic for many years. The lower part of Alsace, 

Haut Rhin, from Strasburg on down, were very active in the Protestant Reformation of the 1500-1600s. In 

general Catholics were very loyal to France, and Protestants felt themselves to be loyal to Germany. 

From the 1600s through the 1700s, many wars affected Alsace. The region was depopulated and then 

repopulated.   

French people and churches spelled our name Steffler. German people spelled our name Stoffler, the O with an 

umlaut as Stöffler. When the umlaut was not used the name was spelled Stoeffler. 

Some of the key towns and villages in our family history in Alsace include Keidenbourg, which is now part of 

Siegen, Salmbach, Trimbach, Ouberlauterbach and Dettwiller. All of these towns and villages are in the 
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northern end of Alsace only a few miles from where Neewiller-pres-Lauterbourg is on the map above. 

Salmbach and Keidenbourg were located within 2 miles of the current border between France and Germany.  

These towns were not far from where the modern city of Strasburg is located today. 

Today, Alsace is sixth most densely populated region in France. It is politically one of the most important 

regions in the European Union. 

Strasburg was in the news recently as being the site of President Obama’s European Town Hall meeting during 

his first month in office, reflecting Alsace’s importance in Europe. 

Stoeffler 

We come from the German name Stoeffler. There are many, many Stoefflers in Germany today. Stoff means 

fabric or cloth in German. My grandmother, Vanda Stefflre, born of a Danish father, told me years ago that the 

Stoeffler name “came from the Danish word for shoemaker”, but I haven’t found any such Danish word. 

The French Catholic Church records always show our name with the letter O removed completely – as Steffler. 

When Stoefflers emigrated anywhere English speaking the name usually ended up shortened to Steffler, 

although sometimes Stefflen, Stoffler, Stiffler, or Stofflen could be found. 

Stoeffler was and is a very common name in Germany. Although we may be in some way related to all of them 

going back as far as around 1200, the branch that we are most closely related to lived in the town of 

Keidenbourg, Bas Rhin, Alsace in the early 1700s.   

Steffler 

The Steffler family is a distinguished one in both American and Canadian history. There is a strong military 

tradition in the Steffler line. There were a number Stefflers out of Pennsylvania, who fought in the American 

Revolutionary War. Nine Stefflers fought in the US Civil War – eight on the Union side, one on the 

Confederate side. There were Stefflers who fought in every war since including the Korean and Vietnam. There 

is a Steffler name on the Vietnam memorial in Washington DC. He was, Charles Ervin Steffler, killed in action 

at Thua Thien on April 15 1970. 

Stefflers were explorers as well. There was a Steffler who took part in the California Gold Rush. Stefflers were 

early settlers in Ontario (Canada), Pennsylvania, and Michigan. 

Today there are nearly 2000 Stefflers in Canada alone, including the poet laureate of Newfoundland, John 

Steffler, who is distantly related to us. There are considerably more Stefflers in the United States. 

Only a small number of these Stefflers have any connection to Alsace. According to the “Ancestry Guide to the 

Steffler Name in History, only about 3% of Steffler immigrants came from Alsace. Most of the rest came from 

Germany. 

Anthony Steffler  

The earliest known Steffler in our direct lineage is Anthony Steffler. Anthony lived in Keidenbourg, Bas Rhin. 

This village is now part of Siegen, Bas Rhin. 

Anthony was Leon Stefflre’s great, great grandfather. It might be simpler to call him Leon’s grandfather’s 

grandfather. 

Anthony was most likely born around 1710. His father is thought to have been John Michael Steffler, also of 

Keidenbourg. 
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Anthony Steffler married Catherine Unternach November 15, 1734 in Siegen, Bas Rhin, France. They had 

seven children, one of which was Joannes Steffler, born January 10
th

, 1750/51, Keidenbourg, Bas Rhin. His 

siblings were Joannes Michael Steffler, born June 10, 1738; Joannes George Steffler, born October 9, 1739; 

Anna Maria Steffler, born July 29, 1742; Laurent (Anthony) Steffler, born October 26, 1745; Mariam Evam 

Steffler, born September 17, 1748; and Maria Catharina Steffler, born January 5, 1754. 

Joannes Steffler 

Leon’s great grandfather, Joannes Steffler, married Elisabeth Brinster and then later Margaret Mathern.  

Joannes and Elisabeth had one child together – Francis Anton Steffler. Francis Anton Steffler was born in 

September 1777 in Keidenbourg. It is not clear what happened to Elisabeth. Within the next six years Joannes 

had remarried and had a new child with his new wife Margaret Mathern. 

Joannes and Margaret had one child together – George Adam Steffler. George Adam Steffler is the patriarch of 

the lineage documented in detail by Chris Bowman in Canada. Many Canadians descend from George Adam 

Steffler. George Adam Steffler was born in August 1783 in Keidenbourg. 

Joannes had one brother of note in the Canadian Steffler lineage – Laurent (Anthony) Steffler. Laurent married 

Anna Maria Fritz in Keidenbourg. They had four children together: Barbe Steffler, born December 4, 1767; 

Balthasar Steffler, born January 30, 1781; Catharina Steffler, born August 24, 1787; and Anthony Steffler, born 

July 30, 1791. All of these children were born in Keidenbourg. 

Barbe Steffler married Balthasar Dentinger on July 22 1813 in Siegen. 

Catharina Steffler married Paul Asfeld on October 21, 1815 in Keidenbourg. 

The Alsatian Steffler Immigrants 

George Adam Steffler 

Leon’s grandfather, George Adam Steffler was by all accounts a military man. In stories from by grandmother 

he was an “aide de camp” of Napoleon. More conservative accounts merely state that he served in Napoleon’s 

army as a dispatch courier. 

Taken from the Historical Atlas of Wellington County, Ontario 1906: 
'This old pioneer was born in Alsace, Germany, in 1783, and was in the army of the first Napoleon 
in 1814, as despatch carrier, and while so employed contracted the rheumatism from which he 
never fully recovered. He came to Canada in 1831 and stopped in Waterloo Co., coming over to 
Puslinch in 1832, . . . ó 
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Picture purported to be George Adam Steffler 
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Regardless of George Adam’s role in Napoleon’s army it is clear that when Napoleon was defeated and then 

ousted from power in 1815, Alsace was not a very good place to be. It had become occupied by 280,000 foreign 

soldiers in Bas Rhin alone. 

George Adam had married Elizabeth Wernsperger on February 1, 1808 in Salmbach. Elizabeth was born about 

1785 in Salmbach to Etienne Wernsperger and Catharina Heinrich    

George Adam and Elizabeth had seven children: George Michael Steffler, born November 19, 1808; Francis 

Louis Steffler, born July 30, 1810; Margaret Steffler, born August 21, 1812; Magdalena Steffler, born March 

27, 1815;  Casper Steffler, born May 28, 1817; Lorenz Steffler, October 24, 1819; and Maria Anna Steffler, 

born June 28, 1822. All of these children were born in Salmbach. 

It appears that George Adam was relatively prosperous during the period of 1815 to 1831. He acquired enough 

means to be able to immigrate with his family to North America. 

In 1831 George Adam and his family left Le Havre, France aboard the “Duquesne”. They arrived in New York 

on September 1, 1831. It is likely that his objective was to settle in the United States.  

Accompanying George Adam Steffler (recorded as Stoffler) and his wife on the journey to New York were his 

children Francis Louis, Margaret, Magdalena, Casper, and Mary Ann. Also with them was a John Steffler. 

There is a possibility that immigration rules influenced George Adam’s decision to continue on to Canada in 

order to settle there. There might have been a seven year rule before naturalization as a full US citizen was 

possible and George Adam did not want to wait. 

For whatever reason, George Adam and his family continued on the Waterloo County Ontario in 1831, 

eventually settling in Puslinch Township, Ontario 1832. 

George Adam Stefflre and his family became farmers and founding settlers of Puslinch Township, Ontario, 

Canada. 

Casper Steffler 

Leon’s father, Casper Steffler married twice, first to Maria Keiser and then to Mary Kennedy.  

Casper and Maria married June 23, 1841 in Waterloo County, Ontario, Canada. Then had one child together – 

Leo Steffler (AKA Leon Stefflre) born September 22, 1845 in Puslinch, Ontario.  

Taken from Historical Atlas of Wellington County, Ontario 1906: 
'Casper Steffler, born Alsace, Germany, in 1817 was fourteen years old when the family came to 
Canada. He was practically brought up in Puslinch and spent his days there. He was married 
twice, his first wife being Mary Kaiser. Leon Steffler, LL.B., of South Dakota, being a son of this 
marriage. Casper's first wife Mary, lost two children at birth and was known to have said she would gladly 
give her life to have a child that lived. She died in childbirth giving birth to their son, Leon. He was 
raised and educated by his Aunt Mary. His second wife was Mary Kennedy. Mr. Steffler was an energetic man and very 
successful, leaving a fine property, consisting of 125 acres fully equipped éô 

At the time that Leon was born, and for the rest of his life Casper lived in the same house as his father, George 

Adam and his mother. George Adam was the patriarch of the clan. Casper seems to have been the person who 

got things done. 

Casper married Mary Kennedy sometime before 1847 in Puslinch. Casper and Mary had nine children together. 

Elizabeth Steffler, born May 16, 1847; Carolina Steffler, born January 27, 1849; Andrew Steffler, about 1849; 

William Steffler, born January 8, 1853; Mary Steffler, born May 7, 1855; Peter Steffler, August 3, 1857; Adam 

Steffler, October 8, 1859; Martin Steffler, born June 21, 1862; and Sarah Agnes Steffler, born August 28, 1864. 

All of these children were born in Puslinch. 
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Maria Keiser and Mary Kennedy had very different backgrounds. Maria Keiser was old world, from the town of 

Dettwiller, Bas Rhin, Alsace located about 50 south east from the Steffler home town of Keidenbourg. She was 

in essence a French woman who spoke German natively as well as at least some English.  

Mary Kennedy was from Kilkenny, Ireland. It is likely that she spoke only English like most people from 

Ireland at that time.  

Another resident in the same house during this entire period was Casper’s sister, Maria Anna Steffler. Maria 

Anna was old world, having been born in Alsace along with Casper. 

By marrying and living with an Irish woman Casper was on one hand embracing the new Anglophone world. 

On the other hand by living in the same house with his father George Adam, his mother Elizabeth and his sister 

Maria Anne, Casper or Gaspare as he continued to be referred to in official documents was keeping his other 

hand in the old world of France and Germany. 

By 1865 Casper was a man with considerable money and land. In 1866 Casper died leaving Leon well provided 

for in his will. Maria Anne was given the right to continue to live in her part of the house, sharing the house 

with Casper’s widow. 

The family patriarch, George Adam died the following year in 1867, coincidentally the same year that the 

creation of Confederation of Canada as part of the British Commonwealth under Queen Victoria occurred with 

the British North American Act of 1867. 

With the passing of Casper and George Adam the Steffler family home shifted from being old world to new 

world, dominated by Mary and her nine English speaking children. At the same time the country of Canada as a 

whole took a major turn towards the new world by becoming predominantly an Anglophone nation subject to 

the Queen of England. 

Leon Steffler 1842 ɀ 1875 

Leon’s mother, Maria Keiser, died either in childbirth or very shortly thereafter. Leon’s godmother was 

Casper’s sister, Maria Anne Steffler. She raised Leon from birth. 

Leon was most likely born in the George Adam Steffler homestead. 

  

The George Adam Steffler family homestead in Puslinch Township 

If he was not born in this house, he certainly lived there for the first 26 years of his life. 
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This home has been preserved and moved to the campus of Rockwood Academy, in Rockwood Ontario, where 

it sits to this day. 

The household had in essence three families living in it. There was George Adam and his wife Elizabeth. 

Casper and his second wife Mary lived in the house, along with up to nine children. Maria Anna also lived in 

the house along with Leon. 

The household was a mix of old world French and German spoken by George Adam, Elizabeth, Casper, Maria 

Anna and Leon with new world English spoken by Mary and her nine children. Like Leo, these nine new 

children all received English names at birth instead of the German and French names that their parents had at 

birth, and later anglicized. Leo on the other hand became Leon at a very young age, possibly before any of the 

additional children were born. 

For the first few years of Leon’s life his Auntie, Marie Anna, was his primary care-giver. Sometime before 

Leon turned four years old, his father married his second wife, Mary Kennedy. She started having the first of 

her nine children before Leon’s fifth birthday.  

Leon’s foster mother, Maria Anna, was most likely fluent in French and German as well as English due to her 

childhood in Keidenbourg, Bas Rhin, Alsace, and the young age (nine years old) that she arrived in the English 

speaking world. All indications are pointing towards Maria Anna being a very devout Catholic and well 

educated. That being the case it is likely that she had at least some familiarity with Latin, 

Leon’s grandfather, George Adam, in whose house Casper and his families lived, seems to have been well 

traveled in his life, and would have been fluent in French and German. He was also known to be extremely 

Catholic. 

Being raised in such a multi-lingual household with such interesting and religious grandparents make it seem 

likely that Leon learned here at least 4 of the languages that he was fluent in as an adult. It is easy to envision 

his doting Auntie challenging Leon to figure out the Hail Mary in at least some of the 22 languages he was 

known to be able to say it in during his adulthood. 

The Puslinch Township census of 1861, when he was around 18 years old, records two interesting tidbits about 

Leon: (1) His birth was specifically and correctly recorded as having been in Upper Canada, that is the area of 

Canada that was going to become the English speaking province of Ontario; and (2) He was going to be 

attending school within a year. One possible interpretation of the second comment is that Leon had been home 

schooled by his Auntie until then. Another possible interpretation was that Leon was shortly planning on going 

to school elsewhere. Overall the implication is that until 1861 and beyond Leon was being well educated, 

although, most of that was in a very non-conventional old world household. 

In 1867, after the death of his father in 1866 and possibly after the death of his grandfather in 1867, Leon did 

leave Puslinch in 1867, and went to Detroit, and from there to the University of Michigan.  

Detroit, Michigan was located only 200 mores away from Puslinch. The University of Michigan in Ann Arbor 

was only 40 miles further on. This was not a huge distance to be able to be able to get back and forth even in the 

1860s. 

Leon was home often enough to show up at 28 in same house in the 1871 Puslinch Township census. The 

census is striking in that it shows the two women Mary Ann Steffler as Maria Anna was now being referred to 

and Mary Steffler as the two oldest adults in the home, with Leon and his half-siblings filling out the house. 

Such a divided two parent home was in accordance with Casper Steffler’s wishes – he had stipulated in his will 

that Mary Ann was to continue to have the part of the house she was occupying before his death.  
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The First Generation 

In 1870 Leon was attending the University of Michigan Law School. He received his LLB degree in 1872.  

Leon became a naturalized U.S. Citizen in 1875, and as such able to sponsors others for immigration into the 

U.S. 

Leon Stefflre married Sara Conway, of Guelph, Ontario on February 29, 1876 in Guelph, Ontario. It was typical 

of Leon’s unconventional ways to get married on a leap day in order to only celebrate anniversaries once every 

four years. He most likely saved on flowers that way. 

Sara Conway was born 1854 in Guelph, Ontario, of Irish parents. It is likely that we get some of our red-headed 

aspects from her side of the family. 

Leon and Sara lived in Michigan after their wedding. All of their children were born in Michigan according to 

their census records in the following years.   

Between 1877 and 1880 Leon and Sara had three children: Mary Anne (Mae) Stefflre, born in Jan 4, 1877; 

Patriche (Bride) Stefflre, born 1878; and Joseph (Joe) Stefflre, born March 20, 1879. All three children are 

listed on the Detroit census of 1880. 

Patriche is not a name that has been seen in any Stefflre family lore. However, she is listed as being 2 years old, 

living in the Detroit home of Leon Stefflre in the census along with Mae. She is listed as being Leon’s sister 

though Leon’s father Casper Steffler and his new wife Mary Kennedy had no child by that name or any child 

that was born after 1864. Bride on the other hand would have been around 2 years old at that time. They appear 

to be one and the same. In later census reports the name Bride Stefflre is used. 

By this time Leon was no longer practicing law. He was a man of high integrity and was only comfortable 

defending clients who he knew were innocent, or he had very strong reasons to believe so. This made it difficult 

for him to be successful as a lawyer. Instead, he used his legal standing to focus on the paperwork side of 

things, and he became a notary. He listed his occupation as notary in the 1880 Detroit census. 

The family was wealthy enough due to either Leon’s inheritances from his father and grandfather or his 

earnings from his work to afford a live-in servant, Mary Conrad from Prussia, 22 years old, who was also listed 

on the 1880 census. Among other things having a servant from Prussia gave Leon a chance to practice some of 

his language skills. 

In this census and in all that followed, Leon listed his place of birth as French Canada. Technically that would 

mean Quebec or Lower Canada, which was not the reality. 

By around the same time, 1881, Leon’s Auntie, Mary Ann Steffler left the family homestead back in Puslinch 

Township and moved in to be the servant of a young man who was her great nephew, John Gehl. According to 

some records he was a priest. Mary Ann continued to live in the home of this man during the 1891 census. 

Mary Ann had a very devoted life. First she was devoted to her godson Leon and then to the Catholic Church in 

the person of a young priest. She never married, nor had children of her own. 

Between 1880 and 1888 Leon and Sara had two additional children: Louis Henry (Lou) Stefflre, born May 4, 

1881; and Teresa (Reecie) Stefflre, born June 19, 1888. Both of these children listed their place of birth as 

Michigan during all future censuses, so it is fair to assume the family remained in Detroit until at least Reecie 

was born. 

Although Louis Henry was called Lou by his family he used the name Louis Harry in much of his dealings. He 

usually used Harry in census forms where the space was limited. For the sake of consistency with such records 
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the name Louis Harry will be used going forward, with the understanding that more often than not the name 

Harry was used by itself.  

 

Joseph and Louis Harry  Stefflre around 1888 

Sometime between 1888 and 1898 Leon retired from the practice of law, and the family moved to Bowdle, 

South Dakota. 

Greg Phillip Stefflre relates hearing the following about Leon and family moving to the Dakotas: 

There is a story about the name change from -er to -re resulting from abandonment of Sara by Leon when he 

left his college position and went to Dakota to translate the Cree Indian dialect. As the story goes, she changed 

the surname spelling in spite. He allegedly took a Native American wife. Might explain what he was doing in 

Bismarck. 

Leon was quite a linguist with fluency in at least 4 or 5 languages and enough familiarity with about 22 

languages to be able to say the Hail Mary in them. It is quite possible that the desire to do that translation 

brought them all to the town of Bowdle around 1888. Leon may have been there years earlier, before the 

creation of the state of South Dakota, although based on census information be returned to Michigan frequently 

enough for his babies to have all been born there.  

Some family accounts have Reecie as being born in South Dakota and not Michigan in 1888, although her 

census reports all report Michigan as her place of birth. 

In 1900 Leon, Sara and all of their children lived in Bowdle, South Dakota according to the census in that year. 

They had a new live in servant living with them, Annie Shaffer, 18 years old, born in South Dakota of German 

parents.  

Bowdle, South Dakota is a very small town, the middle of nowhere, with a population today of a little over 500 

people. The town was settled in 1886, three years before South Dakota became a state in 1889.  

The town is very close to the Standing Rock Indian Reservation and the Cheyenne River Indian Agency, which 

gives considerable credence to the story about Leon wanting to translate an Indian dialect. 

Land was plentiful and available for a commitment to do something useful with it.  

Leon started a new career as a teacher of Mathematics after his retirement from his previous professions of 

practicing law or being a notary. Since there are no colleges or universities in the area, and Leon’s book was 

geared towards grade school students, it is likely that Leon spent some of his retirement time teaching 

mathematics at the grade school level. 
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Leon Stefflre and his family around 1896 

Mary Ann 21 in 1898 and Bride Stefflre 20 in 1898 both listed their occupations as teachers in the 1900 census. 

With three teachers from one family in such a small town, it is quite possible that Leon and his daughters helped 

to found the local school in brand new town. 

There is also an implication that these two daughters had each attended some amount of college by then in order 

to have a reasonable teaching background. There are no records of where they might have attended college. The 

most likely candidate would be a “Normal School”. 
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Normal schools were schools created to train high school graduates to be teachers. They established teaching 

standards or “norms” in content and curriculum for teachers. One such school known to be in existence at the 

time was the “State Normal School of Madison”. It is quite possible that one of them or both attended that 

school. 

 

Leon Stefflre around 1898 

It is worth noting that Leon in his 1898 book’s dedication and cover: (1) Changed his first name from Leo to 

Léon, now with an accent acute over the e; (2) Changed his last name to Stefflre; and (3) Changed his Aunties 

name from Mary Ann Steffler or Maria Anna Steffler to Marie Anne Stefflre. All three appeared to be an 

attempt to assert his adopted French identity.   

Leon’s father’s second wife, Mary Kennedy, had passed away only a few years earlier in March 1894. Her 

obituary mentioned the eight of her nine children that were still living. It did not mention her sister in law, Mary 

Ann Steffler, Leon’s Auntie, nor did it mention her “stepson” Leon. It was a fairly long obituary, so the absence 

of both names was quite noticeable. 

Such a gesture might have alienated Leon even further and prompted the dedication in the book and the now 

total public name change. 
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The Second Generation 

The turn of the century began a time of tremendous expansion of the Stefflre clan. By this time the influence of 

Leon’s patriarchal old world grandfather George Adam and father Casper had long since passed.  

Leon had benefited from inheritances from both his father and grandfather and was a man of some means 

himself. 

Leon’s Auntie, Mary Ann Steffler, had lived with the Father Dehl in Waterloo for nearly twenty years in 1900. 

Mary Ann eventually passed away on January 2, 1904 at the age of 82. 

In the year 1900, Leon was now the patriarch of the new Stefflre clan living with all of his children in Bowdle, 

South Dakota. 
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Leon and Sara Stefflreôs children in 1904 

Mary Ann Stefflre 1900 ɀ 1915  

Mary Ann Stefflre was the first to leave the family home. Around 1901, at around the age of 24 she married a 

man possibly named Michael J. Tapley. The name M. J. Tapley was used as the name of Mary Ann’s husband 

in Leon’s obituary in 1913.  The name is in question because the census of 1910 for Lincoln School Township, 

Bismarck, North Dakota has Mary Ann listed with a James W. Tapley being her husband.  
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To make matters even more mysterious, there was a James M. Tapley living in Lincoln School Township in the 

same census. Unfortunately that Mr. Tapley was an inmate in some sort of institution there. 

Querida Kathleen Cain Owens’s mother, Michael Ann Cain, was named after her grandfather, Mary Ann’s 

husband, Michael Tapley. This is pretty strong evidence of Michael being his correct name. 

To keep things simple, let’s call Mary Ann’s husband Michael Tapley in order to agree with the name handed 

down to his granddaughter. 

Mary Ann and her husband had seven children together: Kathleen Tapley, born about 1902 in North Dakota;  

Bride F. Tapley, born about 1904 in North Dakota; Mary Marguerite Tapley, born about 1906 in North Dakota; 

Colleta Tapley, born about 1908 in North Dakota; Laetitia Tapley, born about 1912 in North Dakota, and 

Angela Bernice Tapley, born about 1914 in Texas according to the 1920 census. The census entries for Laetitia 

show her age jumping around a little bit.  

Press reports of 1911 and 1913 state that Leon Stefflre went to live with Mary Ann and her husband in Fort 

Lincoln from 1911 and Leon died while living with them in September 1913. In an article about Leon’s death 

we hear that Mary Ann and her husband continued to live in Fort Lincoln, Bismarck, North Dakota until late in 

1913, although her husband was in San Antonio with the army. It also appears very likely that the actual fort, 

Fort Lincoln is the institution associated with the Lincoln School Township census area. 

It is Leon’s daughter Mary Ann and her family living in Fort Lincoln that brought him to Bismarck in late 1910. 

Louis Harry Stefflre  1900 ɀ 1910 

Louis Harry was the second to marry and leave the Bowdle area. He married Charlotte Henrietta Ellison in 

Valley Junction, Wisconsin on January 20, 1903. Much is known about Charlotte Henrietta Ellison and her 

origins thanks to the excellent research on the Ellison Family done by Francis Howell Stefflre and his son Greg 

Phillip Stefflre. Much of the next two entries come from them. 

Charlotte Henrietta Ellison  1900 ɀ 1910 

In order to understand Charlotte Henrietta Ellison, it is valuable to know a bit about her mother and the family 

that she grew up in. 

Emily Jane Ellison 1880 ɀ 1900 

Charlotte Henrietta Ellison was born February 17, 1881, around Blair Wisconsin. Her father was Henry Joseph 

Ellison, an Englishman, and her mother was Emily Jane, a Canadian by birth. Her father died of pneumonia 

when she was 32 days old. Her mother and father had at one son and four other daughters together: Joseph 

Henry II, born July 8, 1871 in Ishpeming, Michigan; Nellie Victoria Ellison, born 18 January 1875; Jane 

Valentine (Jenny) Ellison, born 15 February 1876; Mary Elizabeth (Mae) Ellison, born October 30, 1877; and 

Susan Mabel Ellison, born October 1879. All of the daughters were born in Blair, Trempealeau, Wisconsin. 

Her mother, Emily Jane, then married Bill Thompson who had 4 sons of his own. They produced two more 

daughters and one son: Grace Evelyn Thompson, born April 1, 1885 in Preston Township, Wisconsin; Alice 

Thompson, born July 3, 1887 in Preston Township; and Roland Thompson, born July 31, 1889 in Preston 

Township. 

Bill Thompson passed away sometime between 1889 and 1893, leaving Emily Jane with an even fuller house.  

Emily Jane then married Aldon Whittaker who had four children of his own. Together they had one more child, 

Esther Priscilla Whittaker. Aldon Whittaker was Mormon. He was likely one of the leaders in the LDS. He was 
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the mainstay in developing the Latter Saints camp ground of Chautauqua Grounds on the shore of Lake Chelak. 

This has the implication that Emily Jane may have converted to LDS if Aldon wanted to “be sealed” (enter 

heaven with) his new wife.   

Emily Jane was born in Simcoe, Ontario from a father from Leicestershire in England, and a mother from the 

Isle of Wight in England. She grew up in a family of 14 children.   

Emily Jane seems to have been an amazing woman, according to the Ellison family history. She raised four 

step-sons of Bill Thompson, four step children of Aldon Whittaker, ten children of her own, as well as two 

homeless boys in Valley Junction that she took in. In her spare time she nursed the most serious illnesses in her 

part of the township. 

She had resolved after her first husband’s premature death from pneumonia to not let that happen to anyone 

else, and became a much appreciated home nurse. 

Although Emily Jane was not a descendant of Leon’s, and is only in the lineage of the descendants of Louis 

Harry Stefflre, she is worth noting as being the first in a number of matriarchs that created much of the Stefflre 

family. It takes a special kind of woman to hold such large blended families together through so many changes. 

She did it three times, plus added the orphans. 

It is likely that much of the day to day mothering of Emily Jane’s children fell on the shoulders of Nellie 

Victoria Ellison. Emily held the whole family together. 

Louis Harry Stefflre  1900 ɀ 1910 

Charlotte Henrietta Ellison and Louis Harry Stefflre were married Jan 20, 1903 in Valley Junction, Wisconsin. 

They had four children relatively together: Volney Joseph Stefflre, born May 1, 1904 in Blair, Trempealeau, 

Wisconsin; Francis Howell Stefflre, born March 3, 1908 in Minnesota; Vivian Avis Stefflre, born August 3, 

1909; and Vorley Leon Stefflre, born August 20, 1913 in Minneapolis, Hennepin, Minnesota. 

Louis Harry was a newspaperman. He worked for the Fargo Forum in Fargo, South Dakota, and then the 

Minneapolis Journal in Minneapolis, Minnesota. He moved to Austin Township, Mower, Minnesota with his 

wife and son Volney sometime between 1905 and 1908.  
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Louis Henry Stefflre at work 

The 1910 census for Austin Township, Mower, Minnesota records Harry, his wife (recorded as Henrietta), 

Volney, Francis and Vivian living together there in this small town about 120 miles south of Minneapolis, 

Minnesota. Louis Henry listed his occupation as linotype operator during that census. This was most likely 

during the time when Louis Harry was employed by the Austin Chronicle in that capacity. 

Louis Henry professed to be very devout Christian man who took part in Christian groups such as a Christian 

baseball team. He was a fan of the baseball player turned evangelist William Ashley (Billy) Sunday. Billy 

Sunday was against all vice, alcohol, gambling and the like as being the tool of the devil.  
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Louis Henryôs Christian Brotherhood and baseball team 

Going forward Charlotte Henrietta will be referred to by the name Henrietta, since that is the name used on her 

census records. 

This family seemed to like the letter V in their names. The names Volney, Vivian and Vorley are brand new in 

both the Stefflre and Steffler lineages. For a discussion of the Origin of the Name Volney see Appendix A.  
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Louis Henry Stefflre, Charlotte Henrietta Stefflre and Volney Stefflre as a child 
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Joseph Stefflre 1900 ɀ 1910  

 

Joe Stefflre 

Next the leave the nest was Joseph Stefflre.  

Joseph Stefflre married Anastasia Cullen of Wisconsin on July 24, 1903. They moved to Peever Township, 

Roberta, South Dakota by 1904. Peever Township was located about 150 miles east of Bowdle, South Dakota.  

 

Joe and Anastasia on September 14, 1903 

Joseph and Anastasia had five children together: Gerald Stefflre, born June 19, 1905; Mary Monica Stefflre, 

born July 13, 1906; LaVerne Stefflre, born February 7, 1910; Buford Stefflre, born July 19, 1916; and Patrick 

Stefflre, born September 14, 1918, all born in Peever Township. 
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Joseph was a dealer in land and machinery according to the Peever Township census of 1910. Anastasia, 

Gerald, Mary M. and LaVerne lived with him in 1910.   

Bride Stefflre 1900 ɀ 1910  

Bride Stefflre was the next to leave the nest. Bride married Timothy Francis Kelley of Iowa on August 15, 1907 

in Glencoe, McLeod, Minnesota.  

Timothy (Tim) had taught school near his family home in Waterloo, Iowa. He went to Montana, where at least 

two of his brothers lived, in search of a farm. He then went to South Dakota, and bought a farm there. This is 

where he met Bride Stefflre. 

Bride and Timothy had four children together: Eileen Kelley, born January 14, 1910 in South Dakota; Regina 

Kelly, born about 1912 in South Dakota; Genevieve Kelley, born about 1913 in South Dakota; and Daniel Kelly 

born about 1917 in South Dakota. 

Bride, her husband and her 4 month old daughter, Eileen Kelley, lived in Ellisville, Faulk, South Dakota in 

1910. Her husband was employed as a stockman. 
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Reecie Stefflre 1900 ɀ 1910  

 

Reecie Steffler College Graduation 

Reecie Stefflre graduated from the “State Normal School of Madison” in June 1908. This school, now known as 

Dakota State University was created in 1881. According to Wikipedia, it was the first school created in the 

Dakotas with the mission of creating teachers. Reecie’s diploma stated that she completed a Latin course. 

Reecie’s future husband, Frank Denholm also attended the State Normal School of Madison, and was known to 

have Reecie as his college sweetheart at the time. 

Reecie was still living with her parents, Leon and Sara in the 1910 census. The three of them moved to Sumter, 

McLeod, Minnesota. Sumter was about 60 miles west of Minneapolis – St. Paul, Minnesota. This town is right 

next to Glencoe, the town where Bride Stefflre and Timothy Francis Kelly got married. 

On the 1910 census for Sumter, Reecie is listed with an occupation of teacher and Leon is listed with an 

occupation of station agent for the railroad. 
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The homestead in Bowdle, South Dakota was either sold or left empty during the census of 1910. There were no 

people from the Stefflre family or their relations there. 

 

Sara Stefflre near Sumter, Minnesota 

The photo above has the Sarah with an H due to mislabeling. It is indeed Sara Stefflre nee Conway. Glencoe is 

the next town over from Sumter, Minnesota, so the photo was likely taken either while Sara was visiting her 

daughter Bride and her husband Timothy Kelly shortly after their marriage or after Sara, Leon and Reecie 

moved to Sumter.  

Death of Sara Stefflre 1911 

Sometime around 1904, Sara Stefflre’s health begins to deteriorate due to clogging arteries. This could be part 

of the reason Leon and Sara moved, sometime before 1910, closer to where Bride got married and closer to 

where Reecie was going to college. 
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By July 1911 Sara was completely bedridden.  

 

Sara Stefflre later in life 

Sara Stefflre died October 12, 1911 in Sumter Minnesota at the age of 57.  

Leon and Reecie were still living with her at the time according to the death announcement.  
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Obituary for Sara Stefflre ï Part 1 
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Obituary for Sara Stefflre ï Part 2 

Death of Leon Stefflre September 1913 

Leon Stefflre died in September 1913 in Fort Lincoln, Bismarck, North Dakota. 
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Story of the death of Leon Stefflre 
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Obituary for Leon Stefflre  

With the death of Leon and Sara the Stefflre family was effectively splintered into five new families. 

Reecie Stefflre 1911-1913 

Things happened very quickly for Reecie during the two years after her mother’s death. Reecie could actually 

have been pregnant at the time of her mother’s death. Or else she got pregnant very shortly afterwards. 

On February 5, 1912 she married her college sweetheart, Frank A. Denholm in Andover, Day, South Dakota. 

Leon may not have approved of Frank because he was not Catholic. This may have caused some tension 

between Leon and Reecie. 

Leon, his father and grandfather were all very devout Catholics. One factor in the migration from Alsace to 

Canada was the encroaching Protestant Reformation movement in Alsace. One possible factor in Leon’s leaving 
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Canada was the Church of England become dominant in Ontario. This church is called the Anglican Church in 

Canada and is essentially Episcopalian Church in the United States. Leon appears to have been extremely 

religiously intolerant.   

Frank died very shortly thereafter while trying to recover from Tuberculosis in Phoenix, Arizona. Frank’s body 

was shipped back to his family home of Scotland, Day, South Dakota and he was buried there. 

On June 21, 1912 their daughter Mary Agnes Denholm was born. There is a question as to her location of birth. 

Mary’s daughter, Laurine Voges Crosby remembers: 

My mother always told me she was born in Arizona where her parents had moved due her father's lung problems. My 
mother said after her father died & she was about 6 months old, they moved back to South Dakota to live with her father's 
family. Thus after time had passed Reecie married John. 

A woman alone with a child in the "wilds" of Arizona was unheard of in civilized Dakota. So Frank's family told her to come 
live with them. I'm not sure but I don't think Arizona was a state yet when my mother was born. My mother was never able 
to find her birth certificate. But record keeping was often lax & records were often destroyed by fire. Especially in the wild, 
wild west. 

Tremendous weight must be given a firsthand account. On the other hand, the written records point to Mary’s 

birth being in Andover, Day, South Dakota: 

(1) The Federal Census’s of 1920 and 1930 list South Dakota as Mary’s place of birth 

(2) Mary’s obituary specifically mentioned Andover, South Dakota as Mary’s place of birth: SA Express News, 

Nov 17, 1996 Pg 6B Mary Agnes "Dot" Voges, age 84, of Boerne, passed away on Friday, November 15, 1996. She was born June 21, 1912 in 
Andover, SD. She attended Our Lady of the Lake University. She received her B.A. Degree from the University of Texas at Austin. She was a public 
school teacher for many years. She was preceded in death by her husband, Radford P. "Pink" Voges in 1980. She is survived by three sons and 
daughters-in-law, Leon and Carmen Martin of San Antonio, Walter and Carol Voges of Boerne, and Eddie and Tanya Voges of Boerne; two daughters, 
Laurine "Punkin" Crosby and Rita Worswick, both of San Antonio; thirteen grandchildren ; seven great grandchildren; sister, Anita Sibley of San 
Antonio; numerous nieces and nephews. The Recitation of the Rosary will be on Monday, November 18, at 7:00 p.m. at Vaughan's Funeral Home. The 
Celebration of the Mass will be on Tuesday, November 19, at 10:00 a.m. at St. Peter the Apostle Catholic Church, with Father Tony Cummins, 
Celebrant. Burial will follow in the Boerne Cemetery. Memorials may be made to Elementary School Library, Boerne ISD, 123 Johns Road, Boerne, TX 
78006. Funeral Arrangements entrusted to Vaughan's Funeral Home, 319 East San Antonio, Boerne, Texas 78006-2051 816-2011 

It is impossible to tell at this point in time which version is the story and which is the truth. 

As a compromise I will use Arizona in this document, but will leave Andover, Day, South Dakota in the 

published tree because it is supported by three credible sources, and using anything else will cause genealogists 

to disagree pointing to their “proof” of these other sources. 

Sometime over the next few days or year, Reecie married Frank Denholm’s uncle, a widower, John Allan 

Emery and moved to Andover, Day, South Dakota with her daughter to live with him and his son. They were 

married prior to Leon’s death in September 1913. 

Reecie Stefflre must have been on an incredible emotional roller coaster during the two years from October 

1911 through to October 1913. When October 1911 started she lived with both her parents. Then her mother 

died. Then she became pregnant and married her college sweetheart, without her father’s blessing. Then her 

husband died. Then she married again. Then her father died. 

At the end of the two year wild ride this now 25 year old woman had lost her mother, husband, and father and 

gained a daughter, husband and step-son.  

Clearly Reecie Stefflre was one tough woman to be able to take all of this and blend a new family together. Her 

stepson’s name was John Leslie James Emery. Her daughter’s name changed from Mary Agnes Denholm to 

Mary Agnes Emery. Her nickname was Dot or Dottie. 

John Allan Emery was born in Illinois of Scottish parents. His parent’s name was Imrie. 
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The Scottish bard, Robert (Robbie) Burns, had a famous quote that most Scottish men would agree with: “The 

difference between a Scottish man and an English man is that the English man is warm to everyone but cold to 

his women and the Scottish man is cold to everyone but warm to his women.” 

 

Reecie Stefflre and John Allan Emery 

Reecie around 25 by the time of her marriage to John Allan, he was 43. 

This family was increased in size with the addition of two children from her and her new husband: Alma Rita 

(Rhea) Emery, born November 17, 1916 in Scotland, Day, South Dakota; and Anita Marie (Nita) Emery, born 

July 14, 1929 in San Antonio, Bexar, Texas.  

According to Anita Emery: 

The Emery family home was rich with love. The family suffered financially as the result of the bank closings in 

the depression, but what I remember was the love. We never felt poor.    
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Tapley, Emery, and Kelley Families 1920 

Mary Anne Tapley spent some time in Texas around 1914. Her daughter Bernice was born in Texas about 1914. 

Most likely Mary Ann was in San Antonio since the press accounts at the time of Leon’s death state that her 

husband was stationed in San Antonio in the army. 

This is the first connection between the Stefflre family and San Antonio, Texas. San Antonio will end up with 

the greatest number of Stefflre family members, although none of them will have the Stefflre name. 

It is likely that Reecie Emery visited San Antonio while the Tapleys were there or heard stories about it, 

because by 1920 she had moved there with her family. In the 1920 census for San Antonio, Bexar, Texas, she 

and her family are in the city. 

She is listed as being 31 at the time. Her beloved John Allan is listed as being a street laborer, 50 years old. Her 

stepson Leslie is 11. Her daughter Mary is 7. Their daughter Alma is just under 4 years old.   

Around 1916 Bride’s beloved husband Timothy Francis Kelly died in a car-train accident near Whitehall, 

Montana. Bride never remarried. 

In 1920 she is still in Ellisville, Faulk, South Dakota. She is now a 42 year old widow and head of household. 

She is a public school teacher. Living with her are: her 10 year old daughter Eileen (spelled as Aileen); her 8 

year old daughter Regina (spelled as Eugena); her 6 ½ year old daughter Genevieve; and her 3 ½ year old son 

Daniel. 

Also living with Bride in Ellisville in 1920 is her sister Mary Ann Tapley. Mary Ann’s youngest two daughters 

are with her: Laetitia is 8 and Angela Bernice nearly 6. Mary Ann appears to be listed as married, but her 

husband Michael J. Tapley is not with her. 

Two of her older children, Mary Marguerite Tapley (13) and Colletta Tapley (11) are living nearby in the 

Convent of Our Lady in the same town of Elkton, Brookings, South Dakota.     

Mary Anne’s oldest two children Kathleen S. Tapley (18) and Bride F. Tapley (16) are nowhere to be found in 

the 1920 census. 

Louis Harry Stefflre Family 1920  

The Louis Harry Stefflre family lived in Chetak, Barron, Wisconsin in 1920. The family was there without 

Louis Harry who had gone missing and was being taken for being dead.  

When Louis Harry left Henrietta alone with 4 young children, Henrietta had turned to her family in Wisconsin 

for assistance. For a period of time, her oldest children were sent to live with her older sister Nellie and her 

family. 

Nellie Victoria Ellison had been the de facto mother for many of Henrietta’s 19 siblings. Nellie married Knute 

Olson on September 15, 1897 in Valley Junction, Wisconsin. 

Knute Olson was a Landlord on the 1910 Census in Blair, Trempealeau, Wisconsin, and a Hotel Keeper on the 

1910 Census in Kingston, Juneau, Wisconsin. It is not clear what his occupation was in the 1920 census in Bear 

Bluff, Jackson, Wisconsin. 

Nellie and Knute had eight children together: Orvil Olson, born June 21, 1897; Vera Olson born January 10, 

1900; Lewis Olson, born September 1, 1903; Henry Ellis Olson, born October 15, 1907; Henrietta Olson, born 

August 6, 1909; Theodore K. Olson, born August 23, 1912; James Olson, born June 30 1916; and Gerald Olson. 

All of these children were born in Wisconsin, the older children most likely in Blair, Trempealeau, Wisconsin 

and the younger children in Kingston, Juneau, Wisconsin or Bear Bluff, Jackson, Wisconsin.  
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As Vorley’s daughter, Sharon Frances Rice nee Stefflre remembers: 

My dad was born in l9l3, I think.  [August 20, 1913]  

My dad, Vorley, was the baby of the family.  When he was 2, his dad left the family never to be seen again.  Or 

so it is said....   Grandmother Stefflre was left as a young mother with 4 children and no breadwinner.  

Henrietta was dealing with lots of stress and kids. 

Over a period of time, I have no clue if it would be years or months, it was decided by someone that the 2 older 

boys would go live with an aunt. I think it was in Wisconsin on the property of a former hotel with plenty of 

space - a big barn, etc.  Those 2 would be Volney and Frank. 

Vivian and young Vorley would stay with grandmother.  Vorley was asked his name when he was probably 2 or 

3.  He told them his name was "Doily Tatoe".  After I heard that story, I called him Doily for awhile.)  I imagine 

that the growing up in 2 different places and with different families made it difficult for everyone to stay close. 

I remember Uncle Frank sharing stories about the boys he stayed with and one on a horse running into/thru a 

barn Dutch door.  I think it was Jimmy Olson/Olsen.  Uncle Frank laughed and said, "Jimmy cursed a Blue 

Streak" when he finally came up for air after the crash. :)  I had always thought that would have been during 

their "away from Gram Stefflre" period because she would not have allowed such shenanigans! 

The 1920 census, which has Henrietta Stefflre’s name as Henrietta C Stofbre, shows Henrietta, age 38, as a 

married boarding house keeper with three boarders.  

Son Volney J., age 15, Francis H., age 11, Vivian A., age 10, and Vorley L. age 6 all lived with their mother at 

the time of the census. 

From this point on this household was a single parent home under Henrietta. The oldest children may have 

continued to live with their Aunt Nellie Olson after 1920 from time to time or even full time. There is no clear 

record, one way or another.  
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Volney Joseph (Red) Stefflre in High School 

Sometime before 1924 the family moved to Rochester, Minnesota. 
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Vivian Avis Stefflre in 1924 

Joseph Stefflre Family 1920 

The story in the family is that Anastasia Stefflre died in 1918 and is buried in St. Anthony’s Calvary Cemetery, 

Browns Valley, Minnesota. Joseph remarried and moved the family to California. The woman that Joseph 

married was Grace M. Fuller who supposedly had been the family house keeper.  

According to Joseph’s granddaughter, Karen Stefflre, that although Anastasia died in 1918, “Joseph had Grace 

use Anastasiaôs name on the 1920 census. It would have been easy to do since he was the census collector for 

that ward, and signed the census form as such”. 

Grace M Fuller and Anastasia were both born in 1884 so the fact that the age is consistent reveals nothing. 

However, the Anastasia on the 1920 census had a father born in New York and a mother born in Minnesota, 

whereas the Anastasia on the 1910 census form had a father born in Ireland and a mother born in Wisconsin. 

Anastasia the second lists her birth location as Minnesota instead of Wisconsin. 
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The only thing that can be shown definitely from all of this is that the Joseph Stefflre family lived in Peever 

until sometime after 1920. In 1920 Joseph listed his occupation as Real Estate agent. His children were listed as 

living with him: Gerald, age 14; Mary Monica, age 13; LaVerne L, age 9; Buford B, age 3 ½; and Patrick P, 1 

½. 

Buford is listed as Buford B on the census for his birth name of Buford Bernard. Buford’s confirmation name 

was Louis according to his daughter Karen:  

I believe the name on my father's birth certificate is Buford Bernard Stefflre and that Louis is his confirmation 

name. When he used a middle name it was always Louis; I never knew him to use the name Bernard.  

Eventually, he stopped using the name Louis or even the initial "L." because, according to him, middle names 

are used only to distinguish one person from another with the same first and last name, and there was no one 

else in the world -- nor would there ever be -- named Buford Stefflre. 

As Karen describes the situation in the Joseph Stefflre family after Joseph’s remarriage: 

Grace already had children of her own, despised the Stefflre children, and they all despised her. As the result, 

Gerald ran away at age 14 [which would have been shortly after the census]  to live in San Antonio with Reecie 

and Mary Ann. [Mary Ann was still in South Dakota in 1920, but did go down to San Antonio some time after 

the 1920 census] LaVern was terribly scarred, and left as soon as possible. Mary Monica, age 12, became 

Bufordôs mother and shielded him somewhat from Grace and made sure that he became educated.  

 [Buford was an extremely influential college professor and though leader on psychology and education for all 

of his adult life]. Patrick James, the infant, was sent to live with Anastasiaôs family in Wisconsin. 

Mary Monica married less than two years later, at fifteen or sixteen years old, a man twelve years older than she 

was, so it is very credible that Buford went off to live with her as her mother for a number of years. Patrick was 

definitely raised in Wisconsin.  

In other words 1920 was a major turning point for the Joseph Stefflre family, where it went from a single close 

family in a small town in South Dakota to splintered pieces located in Wisconsin, Texas, and South Dakota.   

Joseph Stefflre Family 1930 

The 1930 census finds the new Joseph Stefflre family living in an apartment in Los Angeles, California. Joseph 

is an automobile salesman. Living with Joseph Stefflre is only one of his children, Buford, now 13, still labeled 

as Buford B Stefflre is now back with Joseph.  

According to Karen Stefflre:  

My father moved to Los Angeles in approximately 1929 when he was 13 years old.  

Besides his wife, Grace M, two of Grace’s sons are living in the household, Fredrick A. Fuller and Walter E. 

Fuller. Fredrick, age 27, was working as a street car conductor. His brother, Walter E. Fuller, age 22, was 

working as a tire worker in an auto dealer.  

Also living with them is Reecie’s step-son, Leslie James Emery, also 22, working as an orderly in a hospital. 

Prior to this Leslie James had been living with his father, John Allan Emery, and his stepmother, Reecie, in San 

Antonio, Bexar, Texas. 

Interestingly, Grace M Stefflre lists her birth place as Minnesota, her father’s birth place as New York, and her 

mother’s birth place as Minnesota, just like the second Anastasia in the 1920 census. Her year of birth is still the 

same as Anastasia. 

She also says that her age when first married was 17 which is consistent with her children’s ages.  
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Joseph Stefflre died a few years later, on September 26, 1935 in Los Angeles, California. 

None of Joseph Stefflre’s other children were anywhere to be found on any census in 1930. Genealogical 

information for all of them such as whom they married, and all of their descendants can be found in the Leon 

Stefflre Descendants genealogical report by Volney Stefflre. 

Most of Joseph’s descendants ended up in California or surrounding states later in their lives: 

Gerald Stefflre died in Los Angeles, California on July 9, 1968.  

Mary Monica Fritz nee Stefflre died in Placer, California on April 13, 1993.  

LaVerne L. Stefflre was in Los Angeles, California when he enlisted in the US Army on April 1, 1941, and died 

in Sacramento, California on February 23, 1973. 

Patrick P Stefflre died in Chandler, Maricopa, Arizona on April 19, 1988. He served in the US Air Corp during 

World War II. 

The only Joseph Stefflre descendant that did not end up on the West Coast later in life was Buford Stefflre, who 

spent most of his career teaching and writing at Michigan State University in East Lansing, Michigan. 

Tapley Family 1930 

In 1930, the Tapley family was also still in San Antonio. It was at this point definitely a matriarchy. The head of 

the Tapley family, Mary Ann Tapley was still living in San Antonio, Bexar, Texas. 

Mary Ann, age 53, now listed herself as being a widow. Her occupation was landlady for an apartment house. 

She had been a teacher prior to that. 

Living with Mary Ann were her daughters; Mary Marguerite, age 24; Angela Bernice Tapley age 18; and 

Laetitia Tapley, age 16.  

This is the first mention of Angela B. Tapley anywhere. Her place of birth is listed as North Dakota which is 

where her parents would have been when she was born. This appears to be a name usage change from Bernice 

A Tapley, who was born about the same year.  
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Mary Ann Tapley , Laetitia, Angelia Bernice, Baby Jay Frank Norton, 6 Year Old Michael Ann Cain 

Based on the caption on the photograph from 1935 above, Angelia Bernice is most likely both the Angela B 

Tapley listed in the 1930 census and Bernice A Tapley referred in the 1920 and 1930 censuses. However place 

of birth was Texas in the 1920 census and then North Dakota, like all of her sisters, in the 1930 census. 

Mary Marguerite was listed under her married name of Cain. She also appears to have been listed as being 

divorced. She had her daughter, Michel Ann Cain, age 4 months living with her. 

Mary Ann’s daughter Bride, was married to Cosimo Lucchese, and they lived in San Antonio, with their two 

children. 

Cosimo Lucchese, age 29 was listed as being the proprietor of a boot store. Lucchese Boot Company was a very 

high class boot company and people paid extremely high prices for their superior quality. It is still in existence 

in San Antonio today. 

Bride Lucchese, age 26, had no occupation listed. Their children were Sam J Lucchese, age 6 and Cosimo 

David Lucchese, age 1 ½. 

Living with the Lucchese family was Mary Ann’s youngest daughter, Bernice A. Tapley age 16. This makes it 

appear that there were two different people, but it was equally possible that she spent time in both places during 

the period of the census was taken. 

If they were two different people that would explain the two different states, however they would have to have 

been born only months apart.  
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Kathleen S Tapley and Colleta Tapley could not be found in 1930. 

Mary Ann Tapley died on October 28, 1945 in Corpus Christie, Nueces, Texas. She is buried in San Fernando 

Cemetery #2 in San Antonio, Texas. 

Kelly Family 1930  

 The Kelly family moved from Elkton, Brookings, South Dakota to Minneapolis, Hennepin, Minnesota 

sometime between 1920 and 1930. Bride Kelly remained the head of household as she had been for around 14 

years. 

Bride Kelly, age 52, shows up with an occupation of public school teacher. Daughter Eileen, age 20, shows up 

with an occupation of stenographer. Daughter Regina, age 18, shows up with an occupation of telephone 

operator. Her youngest daughter, Genevieve, age 17, shows up with no occupation listed. 

Her son Daniel, age 15, shows up in another household in Minneapolis in the 1930. He shows up with an 

occupation of some kind of operator. He is listed with other roomers, but incorrectly called son, possibly 

because of his young age. He is not listed where the rest of the family is.  

Bride also shows up on the census of Moose Park, Itasca, Minnesota, as a public school teacher on April 10 of 

1930. The Minneapolis census was dated April 15. It seems like Bride was a weeklong commuter. 

The Bride Kelly family, another single parent household appears to be a very hard working family with 3 out of 

4 of the children working at relatively young ages. 

Bride Kelly remained in Minneapolis for the rest of her life. She died there on January 29, 1964 at the age of 84. 

Louis Harry Stefflre Family 1930  

In some ways it would be more correct to call this the Henrietta Stefflre family. Louis Harry left his family 

sometime before 1920 for reasons that have not yet been determined.  

The children had originally been told that he had died. The reality is that he had not died, but he was no longer 

with his family or in touch with them. 

In 1930, Henrietta Stefflre, another of the great Stefflre matriarchs, lived in Rochester, Olmsted, Minnesota with 

her youngest two children, Vivian Avis Stefflre and Vorley Leon Stefflre.  

Henrietta, who was listed as a widow on the 1930 census, was the proprietor of a rooming house. She was 49 

years old. She told her children that Louis Harry had died, when in fact he had just left around 1916.  

Vivian Avis, age 20, had no occupation listed. Vorley Leon, age 16, was listed as a confectionary salesman. 

Volney Stefflre, age 26, was living not too far away in Carlton, Minnesota and was working as a newspaper 

printer. His future bride, Vanda Christensen, lived with her parents and family in the same area at the same 

time, though it is not clear if they had yet met each other. 

Francis Howell Stefflre, age 22, was living as Frank Stefflre, in Milaca, Mille Lacs, Minnesota. He also was 

working as a newspaper printer. 

One of the few things that Volney and Frank got from their father was knowledge about newspaper printing. 

Another thing that at least Volney got from his father was a true love for the game of baseball. 

Louis Harry Stefflre was nowhere to be found in the census of 1930. 

As Vorley’s daughter, Sharon Frances Rice nee Stefflre remembers: 
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At some point in Henriettaôs career she made hats. I was fascinated by that fact when she shared it.  I do not 

know for how long; but I have always thought that was a "cool thing".   

 

She did do artsy things.  I remember her crocheting and knitting always.  The El Segundo Stefflres should have 

some of her handiwork.  I have a bowl she decorated with tight bands of ordinary Paper Mache. 

Vorley moved to Southern California in l937.  I think he was the first.  The rumor we believed for his coming 

here was that he was looking for his dad and apparently, some rumor made it back that he was here.  

Eventually, all 3 Stefflre "boys" moved out here.  My dad and Frank went in together and bought a ranch in 

Ramona.  We would go weekends and Dad would help out.  During the war we would come back with produce 

and turkeys that my Dad must have sold out of our garage.  He sold his share back to Uncle Frank shortly after 

the war I think. WWII that is. 

As far as Louis Harry Stefflre goes, it is likely that he died in April, 1963 in Michigan. There is a death 

certificate in the name Harry Stiffler with the right place of birth and nearly the correct date of birth for a death 

in that month. 

According to Greg Phillip Stefflre: 

My father, Francis Howell (Frank) Stefflre did meet with Louis Harry Stefflre in a bar in Denver in the 1950s. 

He spent some time talking with him and had a hard time deciding whether to punch him or leave. In the end he 

just listened to his story and left. The version of the story where Louis Harry had died thawed out after 

Henrietta died in 1962. 

 John Allan Emery Family 1930 

The Emery family was approaching its twentieth year of living together as a one family in 1930. The still lived 

together in San Antonio, Texas as they had for about 12 years. 

The two daughters were still living at home with their parents, and a new daughter, Anita Marie had just 

arrived. When Anita was born Reecie was 41 years old, and John Allan was 59 years old. 

In the 1930 census, John Allan Emery, age 60, was listed as watchman at the city museum. Reecie, age 41, had 

no occupation listed. Reecie stated on that census that she was first married at the age of 22 which would have 

been about 19 years earlier in 1910, which is different than the actual marriage records in Andover, Day, South 

Dakota. 

Mary Agnes was 17 years old. Alma Rhea was 13 years old. New arrival Anita was 8 months old.  

Son Leslie James Emery was out in California, living with his uncle Joseph, quite likely working to help 

support his family. 

By multiple accounts John Allan Emery played the violin and was very good at it. At one point he owned a 

“Stradivarius”. During the depression, he lost all of his assets and had to sell the violin, most likely at a low 

price.   

It has been said that the depression was very hard on the Emery family. In order to make ends meet they had 

taken in a boarder in 1930. 

The family did manage to hold onto the family farm in South Dakota through the depression.  

As John and Reecie’s daughter, Anita Sibley nee Emery remembers: 

I remember my mother, Teresa, doing tutoring when I was quite young - sometimes at our house & sometimes 

at the house of the student.  St. Gerard School would let her know when someone needed help at home, 
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especially in math, & this was a way to help with finances too.  She had one student she taught for a long time 

who had polio & couldn't attend school at all, & she lived around the corner in the next block.  I don't 

remember how many years she did this, but I would guesstimate about 5-6. 

  

Another thing she did was visit people who were sick - especially with TB, as that was what Frank Denholm had 

died from, & it was still very prevalent in the 30s.  If it was in the summer she would sometimes take me with 

her, & I can only imagine what she must have gone through when I came down with it myself.  I missed the 

whole year of school that I would have been in 4th grade, but she walked up to school & got all my assignments 

& taught me at home, & the school passed me at the end of the year anyway.  She thought I was a little weak in 

math, & had me take the 4th grade over, but then when they added the 8th grade later I skipped that grade, so 

ended up with my original class for high school.  We never had a car, so we all either rode the bus or walked 

where we had to go, & she took the bus downtown to the library & would come home with lots of books for me 

to read since I spent a lot of time in bed, & of course she was a teacher & she herself loved to read.  To this day 

I am still an avid reader, & always have a book going. 

 

She also took in some boarders to make ends meet, never more than two, but I remember one old man really 

well from when I was very small, Mr. Rieger [John Riegger, 68 according to the 1930 Census], who seemed like 

family, & there are some snapshots of him in the front yard playing with me.  You can see my mother stayed 

busy pretty much of the time. 

  

For many years my dad was night watchman at the Witte Museum in San Antonio.  He was the first night 

watchman they ever had, & was very admired by all staff.  When I was in grade school & it was summer time, 

he had permission to take me with him to the museum to spend the night.  Those are some of my most precious 

memories - we'd eat our lunch together at midnight in the kitchen there, & I thought it was the most exciting 

times of my life.  I'd sleep in the curator's office on her big soft couch after midnight.  One night one of the 

employees came in quite late with a sack of snakes - yes, snakes!  They had a reptile garden some distance from 

the museum itself, & he had procured the snakes for that, but since it was so late they decided to put them in 

this enclosure down in the basement until morning.  Well, one of the snakes got out, & you talk about 

excitement & panic for a while.  Of course I was scared & wouldn't come out of Mrs. Quillen's office until I 

know it had been re-caught.  It didn't take too long to do that I don't think, but I'll never forget it.  The other 

vivid memory I have of that time is how proud my dad was of me.  When we walked together (he was always tall 

& straight until he was quite old) & we would meet anyone, he would always make sure they acknowledged & 

praised me, & it is so wonderful to remember how proud he was! 

  

He & I also liked to play cards together.  We played many games of 'Coon Can' - an old game.  Recently I 

looked it up on Google, & sure enough it was there.  I don't remember the other games we played, but we spent 

many hours enjoying our card playing & each other's company.  And I can't talk about my father without 

remembering the morning he died.  I wasn't quite 20, & had been out on a date that night.  Mama woke me up, I 

guess about 5:00 in the morning,  & told me to come, because he wasn't doing well.  When I went to his 

bedside, he said "Oh Neet-Wee, did I wake you up?"  (He was Scotch you know, & quite often called me that, 

the wee being the Scotch for small.)  Imagine that! - he worried about waking me up, & he was dying.  He died 

about 45 minutes later.  My tears would have filled a bathtub.  But he was such a good man, & loved me so 

much, & I feel I have been so richly blessed. 

They got through it, and stayed together. They also stayed healthy. When John Allan Emery did finally pass 

away at 79 years old, on May 20, 1949, he and Reecie were still together. 
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Reecie died on December 22, 1958 in San Antonio, Bexar, Texas. She was buried on December 25, 1958, next 

to her husband and one row in front of her sister Mary Ann Tapley. 

According to Anita Sibley ñReecie died of a heart attack while reading to Dotôs youngest son who was 3 years 

old at the time. This was just one of many attacks she had. I witnessed one in my home in 1952ò. 

The Third Generation 

Mary Ann Tapley Descendants 

Kathleen S. Tapley 

Kathleen S. Tapley was born about 1902 in North Dakota. 

Kathleen Tapley married Billy West. 

Kathleen and Billy had two children together: Billy West Jr.; and Kathleen West. 

Bride F. Tapley 

Bride F. Tapley was born about 1904 in North Dakota. 

Bride Tapley married Cosimo Lucchese about 1924. 

Bride and Cosimo had two children together: Sam J. Lucchese, born about 1924 in Texas; and Cosimo 

Lucchese Jr., born about November 1928 in Texas. 

Mary Marguerite Tapley 

Mary Marguerite Tapley was born about 1906 in North Dakota. 

Mary Marguerite Tapley married Jesse Bell (Gyp) Cain about 1929. 

Mary Marguerite and Gyp had one child together: Michel Ann Cain, born about 1929 in Texas. Their marriage 

appears to have been short-lived.  

Jesse Bell seemed to get married a lot. He told his granddaughter Querida Kathleen Cain Owens “that he had 

gotten married eight times, and only stayed with the last one when he was told that eight was the legal limit in 

the state of Texas.” 

Mary Marguerite did not remarry after this marriage.   

Colleta Tapley 

Colleta Tapley was born about 1908 in North Dakota. 

Colleta Tapley married Tom Berry about 1926. 

Colleta and Tom had two children together: Colleta Berry, born about 1927; and Tom Barry Jr., born after 1930. 

Laetitia Tapley 

Laetitia Tapley was born about 1912 in North Dakota. 

Laetitia Tapley married Patrick McClanahan. 

Laetitia and Patrick had two children together: Terry McClanahan; and Tim McClanahan. 



The Ancestors and Descendants of Leon Stefflre 

Page 51 of 64 

Querida Kathleen Cain Owens has photos of herself and her two great-aunts Colleta and Laetitia in the late 

1960s. 

According to Anita Sibley nee Emery: 

Laetitia died in October, 1991.  I received a letter from her the day after she had passed away. The letter had 

been started in May of that year, and then she found it again & finished it on Oct. 20, 1991, and I guess she 

either died that night or the next day, for I had already been informed of her death before I got it.  We went to a 

memorial Mass for her in S.A. a little later, at the parish she lived in here.  I visited her quite a bit the last 3-4 

years of her life that she was in S.A.   

Bernice A. Tapley 

Bernice A. Tapley was born about 1914 in Texas or possibly North Dakota. 

It appears likely that Bernice A. Tapley also went by the name Angela Bernice Tapley or Angelia Bernice 

Tapley, since there are records of the other name as a Tapley daughter of about the same age on one census. 

Bernice Tapley married Edward Norton. 

Bernice and Frank had three children together: Jay Norton; Dennis Norton; and Kenneth Norton. 

Bernice Norton died about 1977. 

Bride Kelly Descendants 

Eileen Kelly 

Eileen Kelly was born January 14, 1910 in Ellisville, Faulk, South Dakota. 

Eileen Kelly married Harold Hansen. 

Eileen and Frank had three children together: Lois Hansen, born May 21, 1939; Genevieve Hansen, born 

September 1941; and Kathleen Hansen, born August 21, 1945. 

Eileen Hansen died October 31, 1980 in Minneapolis, Hennepin, Minnesota. 

Regina Kelly 

Regina Kelly was born about 1912 in South Dakota. 

Regina Kelly married Glen Tollefsbol. 

Regina and Glen had two children together: Joyce Tollefsbol; and James Tollefsbol. 

Genevieve Kelly 

Genevieve Kelly was born April 24, 1913 in Seneca, Faulk, South Dakota. 

Genevieve Kelly married Mark Vernig. 

Genevieve and Mark had four children together: Mark Vernig; Michael Vernig; Mary Vernig; and Maggie 

Vernig. 

Genevieve Vernig died about October 29, 1997 in Albert Lea, Freeborn, Minnesota. 



The Ancestors and Descendants of Leon Stefflre 

Page 52 of 64 

Daniel Kelly 

Daniel Kelly was born in July 1916 in South Dakota. 

Daniel Kelly married Polly. 

Daniel and Polly had five children together: Timothy Kelly; Daniel Kelly; Kathy Kelly; Terry Kelly; and Kevin 

Kelly. 

Joseph Stefflre Descendants 

Gerald Stefflre 

Gerald Stefflre was born June 19, 1905 in Peever, Roberts, South Dakota. 

Gerald Stefflre married Mildred Trent.  

Mildred Trent was born May 31, 1906 in Colorado. 

Mildred Stefflre died in Van Nuys, Los Angeles County, California, in February 1987. 

Gerald and Mildred had two children together: Monica Stefflre, born September, 24, 1940; and Joseph Cullen 

Stefflre, born March 19, 1945. 

Gerald Stefflre died July 9, 1968. 

Mary Monica Stefflre 

Mary Monica Stefflre was born July 13, 1906 in Peever, Roberts, South Dakota. 

Mary Monica Stefflre married Raymond Fultz in about 1922, and raised her brother Buford for the early years 

of his life. 

Raymond Fultz was born July 21, 1894. 

Mary Monica Fultz died April 13, 1993. 

Raymond Fultz served in the US Navy during World War I. 

Raymond Fultz died December 27, 1982. 

LaVern Leon Stefflre 

LaVerne Leon Stefflre was born February 7, 1910 in Peever, Roberts, South Dakota. 

LaVerne served in the military during World War II. 

LaVerne married Clarice late in life. 

LaVerne may have had a son, David Ross Stefflre. 

According to Sharon Rice nee Stefflre who spoke with Clarice Stefflre and David R. Stefflre: 

While perusing my bits and pieces, I found a note to me from info provided by Clarice Stefflre.  I have the date 

l0-6-96 after that notation and the same date after Clarice Stefflre with the info that she was LaVerne's widow.   

 

I also found notes relating to a conversation I had with David R Stefflre.  (Karen does not believe that he is a 

Stefflre; but Clarice had enough info and David said to me that he had legally taken his name back by court 
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decree when he was an adult.)  I think his mother was named Evelyn Nash.  She lived in South Gate and was 

Monica Stefflre's best friend.   

 

Evelyn married a man by the name of Lock who had been a good father to him.  But he had wanted to live with 

his father's name, so he went to court to become the Stefflre that he believed himself to be.  

 

David had one son.  But when we talked his son was using the name Lock.  He did not give me anymore info.  

He was not well nor was his wife.   

 

I had an Elizabeth Stefflre in a list of family names that lived in Farmingham.  Clarice must have shared with 

me that she was David's ex-wife.  

There is a David Ross Steffle born September 13, 1931 in Los Angeles, California. His mother’s maiden name 

was indeed Nash. 

LaVerne Stefflre died February 25 1973. 

David Ross Stefflre most likely married Elizabeth Gillilan sometime before 1956. 

There was a David R Stefflre born in Los Angeles on July 19, 1956. His mother’s maiden name was given as 

Gillilan, not Nash. I suspect that David R is the child of David Ross Stefflre and Elizabeth Gillilan. 

David Ross Stefflre later married Mary Lou Carpenter, also known as Marylou, on February 14, 1986 in Carson 

City, Nevada. 

Buford Louis Stefflre 

Buford Stefflre was born July 19, 1916 in Peever, Roberts, South Dakota. 

Buford Stefflre married Leta Lenore Davis on February 1940 in Los Angeles, California.  

Buford and Leta Lenore had two children together: Karen Leta Stefflre, born March 22, 1942 in Los Angeles, 

California; and Sarah Mary Stefflre, born November 5, 1943 in Los Angeles, California. 

As Karen Stefflre remembers: 

My father moved to Los Angeles in approximately 1929 when he was 13 years old.  He attended Cathedral High 

School in LA, graduated from UC Berkeley in 1937 and received a doctorate from the University of Southern 

California in 1953.  He accepted a position at Michigan State University in East Lansing, Michigan, in 1955 

and his family moved east (despite the national trend to move west to CA).  Buford Stefflre spent the remainder 

of his professional career at Michigan State University. Karen Stefflre graduated from the University of 

Michigan in 1963. 

Buford Stefflre died in Flint Michigan on April 17, 1969, 

Patrick P Stefflre 

Patrick P Stefflre was born September 14, 1918 in Peever, Roberts, South Dakota.  
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Patrick P Stefflre in 1938 

Patrick’s mother Anastasia Stefflre nee Cullen died in childbirth. Patrick was raised in Wisconsin by his aunt 

Kittie Cullen and her husband Craig Porter Holloway. Patrick spent his childhood in Baraboo, Wisconsin. By 

high school he was a very accomplished athlete half-back on an undefeated football team, captain and highest 

scorer on the basketball team and track and field athlete. 

Patrick enlisted in the US Army Air Corp on January 6, 1942, shortly after Pearl Harbor was bombed. 

Patrick married Elizabeth Taylor. Elizabeth was born July 3, 1921 who was born in North Carolina. Elizabeth 

lived in Phoenix, Arizona for most of her childhood. 

Patrick and Elizabeth had two children together: James Patrick Stefflre, born April 2, 1946; and Jerri Sue 

Stefflre. 

Elizabeth died in Chandler, Maricopa County, Arizona, in March 1983. 

Patrick Stefflre died in Chandler, Maricopa County, Arizona on April 19, 1988. 

James Patrick Stefflre died December 12, 2005 in Nevada. 
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Louse Harry Stefflre Descendants 

Volney Joseph (Red) Stefflre 

Red Stefflre was a newspaper printer for most of his life. Later in life he became a community activist. 

One of Red’s passions was helping young athletes develop. He worked with a number of high school pitchers, 

at least one of whom ended up pitching in the major leagues. He was a die-hard baseball fans listening to the 

games on a little transistor radio in his later days.  

He wanted both of his sons to become athletes at the national level and was a bit disappointed when neither of 

them did. 

His newspaper work was very important to him. I remember going to his print room a few times and helping to 

set the slugs for a special edition. 

Volney Joseph (Red) Stefflre married Vanda Christensen about 1930. 

Vanda Elizabeth Christenson was born March 19, 1909 in Minnesota. 

Volney Joseph (Red) and Vanda had three children together: Volney Joseph (Pete) Stefflre Jr., born November 

6, 1931; Vanda Grace (Vonnie) Stefflre, born January 12 1941; and Martin Clee (Marty) Stefflre, born January 

12, 1941. Martin and Vanda were born in Inglewood California. 

Red Stefflre lived up to the Volney name as a “voice of the people”. He was among other things in his life a 

newspaper publisher. Later, in his retirement he became a community activist in Davis California. 

One of his accomplishments in Davis was helping to convince all the powers to be of the need for a new Senior 

Citizens center. There is a plaque hanging in that center to this day with a Proclamation from the California 

State Assembly recognizing Red for accomplishments. 
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Tribute to Red Stefflre in Davis Senior Center 

Volney Joseph (Red) Stefflre died in March 1980 in Davis, California. 

Vanda Stefflre died in August 30 1994 in Davis, California. 

Francis Howell (Frank) Stefflre 

Francis Howell (Frank) Stefflre married Clare Edith Johnson. 

Claire Edith Johnson was born December 31, 1908. 

Frank and Claire had one child together: Greg Phillip Stefflre, born September 25, 1944. 

Frank died in Long Beach, Los Angeles County, California, on February 18, 1997. 

Claire died in Wildomar, Riverside County, California, on February 27, 1994. 

Vivian Avis Stefflre 

Vivian Avis Stefflre married Philip Carlin. 

Vivian Avis and Philip had two children together: Phillip Henry Carlin, born January 26, 1948; and Leo Carlin, 

born April 24, 1950. 

Vivian Avis Carlin died June 23 1980. 

Vorley Leon Stefflre 

Vorley Leon Stefflre married Geraldine Booker on October 18, 1935 in Nashua, Chickasaw, Iowa. 
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Vorley Leon and Geraldine had three children together: Suzanne Stefflre, born January 23, 1937; Sharon 

Frances Stefflre, born June 12, 1938; and Michael Leon Stefflre, born March 1, 1943. 

Vorley Leon Stefflre died in October 1972. 

Reecie Emery Descendants 

Mary Agnes Emery 

Mary Agnes Emery was born June 21, 1912 in Andover, Day, South Dakota. Her birth father was Frank 

Denholm, but she was raised from birth by John Allan Emery, Frank’s uncle, and her mother Reecie. 

Mary Agnes Emery married Forrest Martin. 

Mary Agnes and Forrest Martin had one child: Joseph Leon Martin, born July 7, 1936 in San Antonio, Bexar, 

Texas. 

Mary Agnes Emery married W. Radford Voges in April 1942. 

Mary Agnes and W. Radford Voges had four children: Laurine Theresa Voges, born October 31, 1943; Rita 

May Voges, born February 25, 1948; Walter Radford Voges, born April 29, 1952; and Edward Voges, born 

February 11, 1955. All these children were born in San Antonio, Bexar, Texas. 

Mary Agnes Voges died on November 15, 1996 in Boerne, Kendall, Texas. 

Alma Rita Emery 

Alma Rita Emery was born November 17, 1916 in Scotland, Day, South Dakota.  

Alma Rita Emery married Thomas Emmett Noah in October 1943. 

Alma Rita and Thomas Emmet Noah had two children: Thomas Allan Noah, born June 20, 1947; and Wayne H. 

Noah, born September 29 1948. Both these children were born in Amarillo, Potter, Texas. 

Alma Rita Noah died on September 30 1979 in Amarillo, Potter, Texas. 

Anita Marie Emery 

Anita Marie Emery was born July 14 1929 in San Antonio, Bexar, Texas. 

Anita Marie married Leslie W. Sibley on August 18, 1950 in San Antonio, Bexar, Texas. 

Leslie W. Sibley served in World War II. 

Anita Marie and Leslie W. Sibley had five children: Phyllis Teresa Sibley, born January 29, 1952; Roger Allan 

Sibley, born August 9, 1954; Judy Marie Sibley, born August 1, 1955; Brian David Sibley, born June 30, 1961; 

and Gerald Sibley, born February 23, 1963. All were born in San Antonio, Bexar, Texas. 

Phyllis Teresa Sibley died on February 15, 1952 in San Antonio, Bexar, Texas. 

Leslie W. Sibley died December 14, 1984 in San Antonio, Bexar, Texas and is buried in the Ft. Sam National 

Cemetery in San Antonio, Texas. 

Gerald Scott Sibley died on December 26, 1991 in San Antonio, Bexar, Texas. 

Anita Marie Sibley presently lives in San Antonio, Bexar, Texas.  
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The Fourth Generation 

Mary Ann Tapley Descendants 

Michael Ann Cain 

Michael Ann Cain was born December 1
st
, 1929 in Texas. Her father was Jesse Bell Cain of San Antonio, 

Bexar, Texas.  

Shortly after her birth, her parents divorced. She and her mother went to live with her grandmother Mary Ann 

Tapley. 

 

Michael Ann Cain in 1944 

Michael Ann Cain and Charles Kearney Gravis II had four children together: Charles Michael Gravis, born 

March 20, 1949; Duncan Doyle Gravis, born February 28, 1950; Kearney James Gravis, born May 6, 1951; and 

Harwell Jay Gravis, born August 10, 1952. All four were born in Dallas, Dallas, Texas. 

Michael Ann Cain had one other child: Querida Kathleen Cain, born April 1, 1964. 

Michael Ann Cain died on January 14, 1987 in San Antonio, Bexar, Texas. 
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Bride Kelly Descendants 

 

Joseph Stefflre Descendants 

James Patrick Stefflre 

James Patrick Stefflre took after his father, Patrick P. Stefflre, in many ways. He was a high school athlete like 

his father and spent much of his live as part of the Air National Guard. His father served in the Army Air Corps 

during World War II. 

This obituary says it all best: 

James Patrick Stefflre, son of Patrick and Elizabeth (Taylor), was born April 2, 1946, in Baraboo, Wisconsin, 

and died unexpectedly on December 12, 2005. 

Throughout his high school years, Jim was a star football and basketball player.  Jim attended UCLA on a full 

football scholarship and transferred to UC Riverside to continue playing football as well as rugby. After 

earning his undergraduate degree, Jim pursued a master's degree in psychology from UNR.  

While there, he joined the Air National Guard fulfilling his dreams of becoming a pilot. After graduation, Jim 

attended McGeorge School of Law in Sacramento. Though Jim's law career earned him a position at the law 

firm of McDonald Carano Wilson LLP, he was always a pilot at heart and retired from law in 1998. 

A 32-year member of the Nevada Air National Guard, Jim enlisted in 1968and earned his wings in 1972 from 

Columbus Air Force Base, Mississippi. Throughout his pilot career with Nevada Air National Guard, he served 

in various positions including squadron commander and Headquarters Director of Operations, retiring in 2001 

as a "full bird" Colonel. While serving during Desert Storm, Jim was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross 

for gallantry in the line of duty. He was also awarded the Air Medal, AF Meritorious Service Medal, AF 

Commendation Medal, AF Achievement Medal, Kuwait Liberation Medal, and Order of Nevada. 

Jim's carefree attitude carried a serious side when it came to flying. Although a lawyer by profession, flying 

was his true passion. He flew for PanAm Airway, Atlas Airways and most recently, FedEx Airways. 

Throughout his life of adventure and travel, Jim touched many lives with his sense of humor, kindness and 

generosity (thus the nickname "Diamond Jim"). He was a friend and mentor who could be called at any hour 

for any reason. 

Jim is survived by the love of his life, Sharon and her children Brad, Jeff, and Jen; his beautiful sister, Gerry 

McGahey, her husband Larry and his nephew Troy. He leaves behind many dear friends from all walks of life. 

His laughter and passion for life will be greatly missed.  

Louse Harry Stefflre Descendants 

Volney Joseph (Pete) Stefflre Jr. 

Volney Joseph (Pete) Stefflre Jr. was born in McGregor, Minnesota and was raised in California. 

Pete Stefflre barely survived his childhood. As a boy he fell through the ice in a pond in Minnesota. He was 

saved by a passer-by. 
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As a young man Pete enjoyed acting. He spent his days in the Army as a DJ. It was very much the Korean War 

version of “Good Morning Vietnam”. He definitely lived up to his “voice of the people” handle. 

 

Good Morning Korea 

He worked as a longshoreman while attending Reed College. He went off to Harvard to study Anthropology 

among other things. At Harvard Volney was honored by acceptance into the “Society of Fellows” as a Fellow in 

Anthropology. 

He later taught at Yale University and University of California at Irvine among other places. 

One of Volney’s passions was predicting how people would respond to new products and new opportunities.  

He was a believer in the Isaac Asimov’s concept of “Future History” and believed that you could fairly reliably 

predict what large groups of people would do in response to a new stimulus.  

He applied these concepts to product creation and marketing. He wrote a book “Developing and Implementing 

Marketing Strategies”. He helped position a radical new product coming to market. This product was one of the 

first “freeze dried” products out of the space program to be turned into a commercial product. The resulting 
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product was “Maxim Coffee” which was the first freeze dried coffee.Volney Joseph (Pete) Stefflre Jr. married 

Mona Wiley on January 8, 1956. 

Mona’s father, Harold Wiley, was a Colonel in the Army, a veteran of both World Wars. Her mother, Alice 

Ross was a ballerina who wanted to perform with the Scottish National Ballet, but could not due to her father’s 

objections. 

Volney Joseph (Pete) Stefflre Jr. and Mona had three children together: Volney Joseph Stefflre III, born 

September 23, 1956 in Portland, Oregon; George Martin Ronald Stefflre, born September 5, 1961 in 

Massachusetts; and Marla Aubrey Stefflre, born October 3, 1965 in Santa Monica, California. 

Marlys McClaren was a professor of linguistics for many years and a frequent collaborator in his academic 

work. 

Volney Joseph (Pete) Stefflre Jr. and Marlys had two children together: Alain Stefflre, born December 30, 

1968; and Eric Peter Stefflre, born April 15, 1970. 

Volney took pride in intellect. He was a determined agnostic. Everything that mattered to him came from the 

mind. He was very well respected in anthropological circles. There are still prizes given out in his name today 

to people with very original points of view. 

Volney was very heavy during most of his life. He took pride in living a larger than life, non-conventional, 

lifestyle. A magazine article once described him as being three people at once with his academic side, his 

business side and his explorer side. 

He was almost defiant in justifying his weight and the amount that he ate, even after it became excessively 

difficult for him to get around.  

Eventually he succumbed to his weight and died at the young age of 62 from heart disease. 

Volney Joseph (Pete) Stefflre Jr. died May 31, 1993 in Davis, California. 

George Martin Ronald Stefflre died Nov 4, 1977 in Davis, California. 

Reecie Emery Descendants 

 

Stefflre Family Mysteries 

Picture of Jennot 

Leon’s book, “The Book We Need”, has a picture in it of a young looking woman with the caption of Jennot. 

Who is she? 
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Jennot 

I had always thought she was Leon’s wife or daughter, until I learned that Leon’s wife’s name was Sara and that 

he had no daughters by that name. 

Could it be his wife using a pet name? One of his daughters? 

It seems too young and recent to be his Auntie Mary Ann Stefflre. Mary Ann was born in 1822 and this picture 

looks like it was taken later than 1880 based on the quality of it.   

Elizabeth Stefflre 

There is another Elizabeth Stefflre born January 7, 1929 and possibly raised in California. She died in 

Farmington, San Juan County, New Mexico, on August 25, 2003. 

The probability is that she married into the family since that would result in the least genealogical footprints, 

and I have found none thus far. 

The mystery is most likely solved. According to Sharon Rice nee Stefflre: 

While perusing my bits and pieces, I found a note to me from info provided by Clarice Stefflre.  I had an 

Elizabeth Stefflre in a list of family names who lived in Farmingham.  Clarice must have shared with me that 

she was David's ex-wife.  

 

Hope this solves the mystery of the missing Elizabeth.  
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Appendix A ɀ The Origin of the Name Volney 

The Volney name has an interesting story around it. The name Volney comes from a fascinating Frenchman 

named Constance Francois Volney (1757 – 1820). Introduction of the name in the family line seems typical of 

Leon’s Francophone ways. It is likely that he had something to do with the name being brought into the family, 

since it was his first grandson who received the name. 

C. F. Volney, as Constance Francois Volney was frequently known, was a historian, explorer, map maker, 

libertarian thinker, and part time spy. He is best known in the United States as being Thomas Jefferson’s best 

friend. To this day, the program at Monticello contains a quote from C. F. Volney about his friend Jefferson. 

C. F. Volney wrote a very brilliant book in 1791 called “The Ruins, or, Meditation on the Revolutions of 

Empires and the Law of Nature”. This book was first translated into English by none other than Thomas 

Jefferson. The book postulates that it is not injustices per se that brought down empires, but rather the 

combination of the level of injustices and the efficiency of communication mechanisms. The author suggests 

that the Roman Empire for example was weakened enough to fall not because its level of injustices increased 

near the end, but because its communication efficiency got so high that everyone knew about it. The author 

states that empires can survive grievous inflicting injustices on its people if they can be kept secret enough. 

Once enough people know about it that is the beginning of the end. 

The advent of CNN and other global communications mechanisms followed shortly by the downfall of the 

Soviet Union in the 1980s provide a contemporary example of exactly C. F. Volney’s point in his book. 

C. F. Volney was credited as being the first European to learn how to read and speak Arabic. He spent much 

time in the Arab world developing his view on empires. He also seemed to engage with at least a little spying 

while he was there, possibly for hire, assisting various European countries forces in being in the right place and 

the right time for a couple of battles. His maps sometimes contained considerable strategically significant 

information. 

C. F. Volney spent some time in the early 1800s in the United States. He spent considerable time in upstate 

New York. There is now a town named after him there – Volney, New York. There is also an apartment 

building down in Manhattan named after him as well. 

He left the country abruptly during the War of 1812. It was apparently believed by some at the time that he was 

once again engaging in a little spying, this time for the French. 

The name Volney has a number of similar, but subtly different meanings in various European languages. The 

traditional meaning of the name comes from Teutonic (Old German) – “voice of the people”. An alternative 

meaning of the name from the same region is “speaker of the village”. In Czech it meant “revolutionary” and 

was an outlawed word at one time. In Slavic it meant “free like the wind”. In Russian a variation on the spelling 

means “like ocean waves” and the slang usage is to use it to call someone unmanageable. In Polish it is spelled 

“Wolne” and means free, as in other things, available, single.     
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For More Information 

(1) “The Book We Need” by Leon Stefflre can be viewed online using the link below: 

http://books.google.com/books?id=gwIAAAAAYAAJ&dq=the+book+we+need+leon+stefflre&printsec=frontc

over&source=bl&ots=RwcOAc1T2P&sig=kBb7__LCVdUg5OXZ7V3FNyYQXgk&hl=en&ei=hPFDSrbPCpS

8Nsfy5ZYB&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=1 

(2) This link is to a great contemporary account of life on the plains of South Dakota. Also includes a little 

about Reese’s life there, and her reasons for moving to Phoenix, and later Texas. 

http://www.freewebs.com/allanton/iremember.htm 

(3) Further information Joseph Stefflre and Family in Peever, South Dakota can be found at: 

http://web.tnics.com/peeversd/STEFFLRE%20PAGE.htm 

(4) For fuller information on the genealogy of the ancestors of Leon Stefflre see Where Leon Stefflre Came 

From.pdf by Volney Stefflre based on information from Chris Bowman 

(5) For fuller information on the genealogy of the ancestors of Leon Stefflre and the Steffler lineage in 

Canada directly related to Leon by way of George Adam Stefflre see Keidenbourg Stoefflers By Way of 

George Adam Stefflre.pdf by Volney Stefflre based on information from Chris Bowman 

(6) For fuller information on the genealogy of the Ellison family directly related to Henrietta Ellison see 

Joseph Henry Ellison and Descendants.pdf by Volney Stefflre based partially on information in Frank 

and Greg Stefflre’s Ellison Family History 

(7) For fuller information on the Isle of Wight Gibbons family and how they intersect with the Ellison 

family see John Gibbons and the Isle of Wight Stefflre Connections by Volney Stefflre based partially 

on information in Frank and Greg Stefflre’s Ellison Family History 

(8) For fuller information on all of the descendants of Leon Stefflre see Leon Stefflre descendants by 

Volney Stefflre partially based on work done by Linda Flemming. 

(9) For a sample ancestors report of the Stefflre family tree see Ancestors of Volney Joseph Stefflre Jr,pdf 

by Volney Stefflre based on all of the above and much more 

(10) More information about Timothy Francis Kelly, husband of Bride Stefflre can be found at: 

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~iablackh/patrickkellybio.htm 

http://books.google.com/books?id=gwIAAAAAYAAJ&dq=the+book+we+need+leon+stefflre&printsec=frontcover&source=bl&ots=RwcOAc1T2P&sig=kBb7__LCVdUg5OXZ7V3FNyYQXgk&hl=en&ei=hPFDSrbPCpS8Nsfy5ZYB&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=1
http://books.google.com/books?id=gwIAAAAAYAAJ&dq=the+book+we+need+leon+stefflre&printsec=frontcover&source=bl&ots=RwcOAc1T2P&sig=kBb7__LCVdUg5OXZ7V3FNyYQXgk&hl=en&ei=hPFDSrbPCpS8Nsfy5ZYB&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=1
http://books.google.com/books?id=gwIAAAAAYAAJ&dq=the+book+we+need+leon+stefflre&printsec=frontcover&source=bl&ots=RwcOAc1T2P&sig=kBb7__LCVdUg5OXZ7V3FNyYQXgk&hl=en&ei=hPFDSrbPCpS8Nsfy5ZYB&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=1
http://www.freewebs.com/allanton/iremember.htm
http://web.tnics.com/peeversd/STEFFLRE%20PAGE.htm

